[Heart failure: the electrophysiological connection. Myocardial stunning and heart failure: mechanisms in common?].
The delayed recovery of function after brief episodes of ischemia is known as stunning. Myocardial stunning and heart failure would, at first glance, appear to have little in common other than the obvious contractile dysfunction in both settings. Here I describe studies which shed new light on the underlying mechanisms of these two forms of contractile dysfunction, revealing unexpected fundamental similarities.